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Welcome Message from
Peter Watson

Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It is my great honour and pleasure to welcome all participants:  speakers and presenters, delegates, sponsors, 
industry representatives and guests to BIG in Belfast. This is the second BIG when the USG combines with and hosts 
our “parent” organisations of BSG and ISG. The first BIG in 2013 was a great success and we aim to build on that 
to make this one even bigger and better.

The organising committee have put together an exciting programme of really relevant topics in gastroenterology 
and hepatology with a good balance of state- of- the- art expert contributions and abstracts of new research from 
young trainees and investigators. There are 25 generous travel bursaries on offer to trainees and investigators , 
which we feel sure  will encourage involvement by the upcoming generation . Look out for the ever popular “hot 
topic” sessions that are designed to quickly deliver the main take-home messages and promote lively debate.

The venue is the Europa Hotel right in the centre of Belfast . It provides excellent accommodation and conference 
facilities as well as being a popular social hub. It is always said that the net-working that goes on around a 
conference is its main benefit. The Europa environment is ideal for this and will give everyone a great opportunity 
for discussion and discovery.

Belfast is arguably at its most attractive in April and an evening at the gala dinner at the Great Hall at Queen’s 
University  in the beautiful Lanyon building promises to be a highlight.

I feel sure that BIG will prove to be a worthwhile event both professionally and socially for all attendees. Enjoy!

Peter Watson
President USG

USG Executive Committee

President:	 Dr. Peter Watson, Consultant Gastroenterologist
	 Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.
Hon Sec:	 Dr. Patrick Allen, Consultant Gastroenterologist
	 South Eastern Trust.
Hon Treas:	 Dr Jenny Addley, Consultant Gastroenterologist
	 Ulster Hospital, Dundonald. Belfast
Member:	 Mr. Eamon Mackle, Consultant Surgeon
	 Craigavon Area Hospital.
Member:	 Dr. Helen Coleman, Senior Lecturer in 
	 Cancer Epidemiology
	 Centre for Public Health, Queens’ University Belfast.
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Thursday 27th April

08.30	 Registration

09.45	 Session 1. 
	 Gastroenterology and Surgical Session 

09.45	 Novel findings in risk factors for 
	 colorectal adenomas  
	 Dr Martha Shrubsole, 
	 Vanderbilt Epidemiology Center USA

10.05	 Bowel cancer screening update – 
	 The five nations experience of 
	 Bowel Cancer Screening   
	 Professor Robert Steele, 
	 Dundee UK

10.25	 Future directions in Minimally Invasive 
	 Rectal surgery for Gastroenterology 
	 Professor Peter Sagar, Leeds. UK

10.45	 Acute Gastrointestinal trauma- 
	 lessons from the front line 
	 Mr Christopher Streets, 
	 Bristol Royal Infirmary, UK  

11.05	 Coffee break – Poster Viewing – 
	 Meet the Industry 

11.30	 Session 2   
	 Hepatology Session 

11.30	 Oral free papers (1 & 2)

11.50	 Liver transplant when to refer and c
	 ommon post-transplant complications
	 Professor John O’Grady, King College. London 

12.10	 How to get a sick liver patient into the ITU
	 Professor Julia Wendon, Kings College. London

12.30	 The epidemic of liver disease-fatty 
	 liver and alcohol
	 Dr Michael Mc Bride, CMO NI  
	 With panel discussion and debate – 
	 Professor Martin Lombard BSG President	
	 Professor Padraic Mac Mathuna ISG President, 	
	 Dr Stephen Stewart Mater Hospital Dublin 
	 and Professor Frank Murray, President RCPI

13.10	 Lunch - Poster Viewing - Meet the Industry 

14.15	 Oral Free Papers (3 & 4)  

14.35	 Hot Topics’ in Liver Disease 

14.35  	 Update on cholestatic liver disease 
	 Dr Gideon Hirschfield, 
	 Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham

14.47  	 Acute on chronic liver failure
	 Professor Julia Wendon, Kings College London

14.59  	 Update on portal hypertension
 	 Dr Johnny Cash, Royal Victoria hospital, Belfast

15.11  	 Alcohol and HCV
	 Dr Stephen Stewart, Mater Hospital, Dublin

15.23  	 Update on Viral Hepatitis
	 Dr Neil Mc Dougall, 
	 Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.

15.35	 Coffee Break – Poster Viewing – 
	 Meet the Industry 

16.00	 Session 3 
	 Neurogastroenterology Session
	 State of the Art Management for your patients

16.00	 Update on Functional dyspepsia- 
	 what should you be doing for your patients? 
	 Professor Jan Tack,  
	 (TARGID), University of Leuven, Belgium 

16.20	 New drugs in IBS for the clinic and future. 
	 Dr Orla Craig, Leeds University Hospital UK

16.40	 Testing for functional gut disorders
	 Professor Eamon Quigley, Houston, Texas

17.20	 Close of meeting 

19.45	 Conference Dinner in Queens University
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Friday 28th April

08.30	 Satellite symposium (sponsored by Takeda)

09.00	 Parallel nursing session (ISEN & NI Nurses)

	 Session 4  
	 Gastroenterology Session

09.45	 Hot Topics in IBD 

09.45	 TB screening in IBD  
 	 Dr Sara Hedderwick, Belfast trust. NI 

09.55	 Challenges on stopping therapies - 
	 immunomodulation/anti-TNF 
	 Professor Jack Satsangi, Edinburgh. UK 

10.05	 Accelerated dosing of infliximab 
	 for Acute severe UC 
	 Dr David Kevans, St James Hospital. Dublin 

10.15	 New drugs in IBD for the clinic  
	 Professor Larry Egan, NUI Galway

10.25	 Immunosuppression dilemmas in 
	 Elderly IBD patients  
	 Dr David Kevans, St James Hospital Dublin

10.35	 Session 5   
	 Inflammatory Bowel Diseases session

10.35	 Oral free papers (5 & 6)

10.55	 Risk of Malignancy in IBD – 
	 how to manage your patient. 
	 Professor Larry Egan, NUI Galway

11.20	 How should we optimally manage 
	 Post-operative Crohns disease?
 	 Professor Jack Satsangi, Edinburgh UK

11.50	 Lunch - poster viewing - Meet the Industry

12.15	 Session 6  
	 Endoscopy Session  

12.15	 Oral free papers (7 & 8)

12.35	 ERCP tips and tricks
	 Dr George Webster, UCLH London

12.55	 Management of pre-malignant 
	 and malignant Gastric polyps
	 Professor Pradeep Bhandari, Portsmouth UK

13.15	 Advanced EMR tips and tricks
	 Professor Brian Saunders, 
	 St Marks Hospital, London 

13.40	 Presentation of prizes and close of meeting
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08.30  	 Registration

09.15	 Welcome and housekeeping

09.30  	 “Early rectal cancers and TEMS”  
	 Mr Kevin McElvanna, Consultant Colorectal Surgeon, 
	 South Eastern Trust, Belfast.

10.00   “Colonic stenting for malignant obstruction” 
	 Dr Grant Caddy, Consultant Gastroenterologist, 
	 South Eastern Trust, Belfast.

10.30  	 Coffee break 

11.00   	 “The nurse’s role in managing biologic therapy for patients with IBD”
	 Marian O’Connor, Consultant Nurse – Inflammatory Bowel Disease, 
	 IBD Unit, St Mark’s Hospital, London.

11.30   	 “Endoscopy workforce”  
	 Irene Dunkley, Nurse Consultant - Gastroenterology & Endoscopy, 
	 Hinchingbrooke Health Care NHS Trust and BSGNA Chairperson.

12.00    Close

12.15    Lunch

12.45    AGM of NIENG
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Endoscopy Nurses Programme
(NIENG & ISEN)

IBD Nurse Session 

Friday 28th April 2017

(Sponsored by Tillotts Pharma UK)

12:20	 Demonstrating the Value of Your Service
   	 Marian O’Connor Consultant Nurse –
	 Inflammatory Bowel Disease St Mark’s Hospital
 
13:10	 Wellbeing Programme 
	 Ruth Hall
    	 IBD Specialist Nurse
 
13:30    	Questions

13.45    	IBDNAI  AGM
	 Election of Committee

14.30    	Close
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Biographical Sketches
Dr Peter Watson,
President USG

Since 1991 Dr Watson has been consultant 
gastroenterologist at the Royal Victoria 
Hospital and senior lecturer in the Centre 
of Medical Education at Queen’s University 
Belfast, where he is Academic Clinical Lead for Undergraduate 
Medicine. He was elected President of the Ulster Society of 
Gastroenterology in October 2016 .
His research interests have been in coeliac disease and more 
latterly Barrett’s oesophagus and oesophageal cancer. He 
is on the Trials Management Group of AspECT  (Aspirin 
and Esomeprazole Chemoprevention Trial of Oesophageal 
Cancer in Barrett’s Oesophagus) and is co-lead of the 
recently formed Northern Ireland GI Research Network, 
which aims to promote research in gastroenterology in the 
clinical community.
He is serving a second term on the Oesophageal Committee 
of the British Society of Gastroeterology and has been an 
author on the BSG guidelines for Barrett’s oesophagus and 
the forthcoming guidelines on oesophageal strictures.
He is an enthusiastic advocate of promoting excellence in 
medicine by means of shared experience and ideas with 
experts and peers at educational meetings such as BIG

Professor Martin Lombard,
President BSG

Professor Martin Lombard is currently 
a Consultant Hepatologist and 
Gastroenterologist at the Royal Liverpool 
University Hospital, holding an Honorary 
Chair at the University of Liverpool.  He 
qualified and trained in Medicine and 
Gastroenterology in Dublin and studied Hepatology at 
Kings College Hospital & the Institute of Liver Studies 
in London. He has been Clinical Director at both of the 
acute Trusts in Liverpool, was Training Program Director 
for Mersey Region and has Chaired the National Training 
Board for Gastroenterology previously and was until recently 
Chair of Cheshire & Merseyside NHSE Clinical Senate.  He 
has presented and lectured on numerous topics from liver 
disease to organizational management and healthcare 
reconfiguration.  He has an extensive publication record in 
Liver and HPB disorders, has previously set up the Research 
Governance Framework at RLUH, and is a clinical strategy 
advisor to Liverpool Health Partners.  He was recently 
appointed Clinical Director for the North West Coast Clinical 
Research Network (National Institute of Health Research).    
He set up and published the BSG audit which benchmarked 
standards for ERCP and as the first National Clinical Director 
for Liver Disease at the Department of Health (2010-13), he 
co-produced the Atlas of Variation of Liver Disease with NHS 
Rightcare, the NCEPOD report on alcohol related deaths, 
the Nurse Competency Framework for Specialist Nurses with 
RCN, and contributed to numerous annual reports with the 
Health Protection Agency and the Chief Medical Officer and 

was a contributor to the Lancet Commission on Liver Disease 
and a participant on the clinical reference group for hepatitis 
C commissioning.  
From June 2016 he is President of the British Society of 
Gastroenterology, a professional organisation with over 3,000 
members, drawn from the ranks of physicians, surgeons, 
pathologists, radiologists, scientists, nurses, dietitians, and 
others interested in the field.  Founded in 1937, the BSG has 
grown from a club to a major force in British medicine and 
a renowned influence at European and broader international 
levels for the promotion of gastroenterology and hepatology 
for the benefit of all patients with digestive disorders.

Professor Padraic MacMathuna,
President ISG

1981 UCD graduate with training in Ireland, 
London and Boston in Gastroenterology. 
Appointed Consultant Gastroenterologist 
to Mater University Hospital in 1995. 
Track record in clinical and laboratory research in areas 
from Colon Cancer biology, CT Colon Imaging, High Risk 
colorectal Cancer screening and endoscopic intervention. 
Appointed Associate Professor of Medicine in recognition 
of contribution to the postgraduate (Former Postgraduate 
Dean) and undergraduate academic activity of the Mater and 
UCD. Currently a member of the NCSS Advisory group on 
Colorectal Cancer Screening and a participant in the NCSS 
Expert Group on Herediary Cancer Risk.

Dr Martha Shrubsole, 
Vanderbilt Epidemiology Center USA

Dr. Martha Shrubsole is Research Associate 
Professor in epidemiology at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center where she is 
also the Director of the Vanderbilt Survey 
Research Shared Resource and the Associate Director of the 
International Epidemiology Field Station at VUMC. 
A major focus of Dr. Shrubsole’s research is to identify modifiable 
factors for the prevention of colorectal neoplasia and breast 
cancer particularly nutrients and nutrient-gene interactions 
in the one-carbon metabolism pathway.  In addition to 
one carbon metabolism, Dr. Shrubsole has studied unique 
inflammation biomarkers in colorectal carcinogenesis. She 
has contributed multiple publications towards understanding 
risk factors for serrated polyps and conventional adenomas. 
She is funded by the US NIH to evaluate new directions in 
gut microbiome research in studies of colorectal cancer.  Dr. 
Shrubsole is also lead or key investigator in the Vanderbilt 
GI SPORE, the Southern Community Cohort Study, multiple 
US National Cancer Institute-funded clinical trials, and other 
large epidemiologic studies. 

Professor Robert Steele, 
Professor of Surgery
University of Dundee, UK

Professor Robert Steele obtained his 
initial surgical and academic training in 
Edinburgh, Hong Kong and Aberdeen and 
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was appointed as Senior Lecturer in Surgery at the University 
of Nottingham in 1990.  He was then appointed Professor of 
Surgical Oncology at the University of Dundee in 1996 and 
as Professor of Surgery and Head of Academic Surgery in 
2003.  His main interests are the treatment of and screening 
for colorectal cancer. Having led the UK demonstration pilot 
that was used to inform the decision to introduce national 
screening programmes throughout the United Kingdom, he 
is at present the Clinical Director of the Scottish Colorectal 
Cancer Screening Programme, and has published extensively 
in this area. He has chaired several NHS QIS and HIS groups 
related to colorectal cancer and colorectal cancer screening 
and he chaired the SIGN group that developed the latest 
set of colorectal cancer guidelines.  He is a past member of 
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and 
Editor of “The Surgeon”.  He is co-founder and co-director of 
the Scottish Cancer Prevention Network, Chair of the Health 
Improvement, Protection and Services (HIPS) Research 
Committee of the Scottish Government’s Chief Scientist’s 
Office, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Scottish 
Cancer Foundation and is immediate past President of the 
Association of Coloproctology of Great Britain and Ireland.  
In 2016, he was appointed as Independent Chair of the UK 
National Screening Committee.

Professor Peter Sagar, 
Leeds, UK

Peter Sagar qualified from Leeds Medical 
School in 1983 with honours after initially 
gaining a First Class Honours degree in 
Pathology in 1980. After basic surgical 
training at The General Infirmary at Leeds and becoming 
a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, he went on to 
complete a Doctorate in Medicine with research into new 
techniques in the surgery for inflammatory bowel disease. 
This work was awarded the prestigious Patey prize by the 
Surgical Research Society in 1990.
His research interests continued as a Lecturer in Surgery at the 
University of Liverpool, before working as a Chief Resident at 
the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota.
In 1996, he started at Leeds General Infirmary and has gone 
on to develop a national referral practice for the management 
of recurrent pelvic malignancy.
Areas of interest
Rectal bleeding, change of bowel habit, abdominal 
symptoms, endoscopy, colonoscopy, Colorectal (bowel) 
cancer; Colorectal surgery (lower GI); Bowel disease including 
inflammatory (IBD)

Mr Christopher Streets, 
Consultant Oesophagogastric Surgery 
Bristol Royal Infirmary, UK  

Christopher was appointed as a Consultant 
in Oesophagogastric Surgery at the Bristol 
Royal Infirmary in 2008.  He qualified from 
the University of Bristol in 1992 and undertook training in the 
South West and Northern deaneries.  He obtained his higher 
degree from the University of Bristol for research into gastro-
oesophageal reflux disease performed at the University of 

Southern California, Los Angeles.  
Having joined the Royal Navy as a Medical cadet in 1991 
Christopher has seen active service in a number of operational 
areas including the Former Yugoslavia, Iraq and Afghanistan.  
He was appointed as the Surgeon General’s Defence 
Consultant Advisor in Surgery in 2014.  As well as managing 
his cadre in terms of personnel, equipment and policy he has 
a particular interest in military and civilian small-team trauma 
training, alongside his NHS practice.  

Professor John O’Grady, 
King College. London 

Professor John O’Grady graduated from 
the National University of Ireland (Galway) 
in 1978. After undertaking his general 
medical training in Ireland, he joined 
the Liver Unit at King’s College Hospital, London, in 1984. 
His dual interests initially were acute liver failure and liver 
transplantation. He was appointed Consultant Hepatologist 
at St.James’ Hospital in Leeds in 1992 but in 1996 returned to 
King’s College Hospital where he currently works as Professor 
of Hepatology. 
He has a long-standing interest in outcomes after liver 
transplantation. This is reflected in involvement in clinical 
trials directed at defining optimal immunosuppresssion 
(notably the TMC trial). The impact of recurrent disease on 
long-term outcome has also been of considerable interest to 
him. 
He was President of the British Association for the Study of 
the Liver (BASL) from 2007-9. Currently he is Chairman of 
UK Transplant Liver Advisory Group. He is also Deputy Editor 
of the American Journal of Transplantation. He co-edited the 
textbook Comprehensive Clinical Hepatology (2 editions) 
and has numerous publications relating to clinical aspects of 
liver transplantation and acute liver failure.

Professor Julia Wendon, 
Kings College. London

Julia Wendon trained in internal medicine 
before specialising in liver intensive care 
and hepatology and has been a consultant 
within the Institute of Liver Studies, King’s 
College Hospital since 1992.
Her focus is in liver intensive care incorporating 
encephalopathy, hepatorenal failure, haemodynamic failure, 
sepsis and immune function , liver support systems, liver 
function assessment and management of acute liver failure. 

Dr Gideon Hirschfield, 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham

Professor Gideon Hirschfield is Professor 
of Autoimmune Liver Disease at the 
University of Birmingham Centre for Liver 
Research, and Transplant Hepatologist at 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham.  
He graduated from Trinity College Oxford in 1994 and 
subsequently from Cambridge where he completed his 
clinical studies. He completed his advanced Gastroenterology 

11



BIG MEETING, Spring 2017

and Hepatology training in Cambridge, and was awarded 
Specialist status in 2007. Until January 2012 he then worked 
in Toronto, Canada, where he was a Staff Physician and 
Assistant Professor of Medicine at the University Health 
Network and University of Toronto. During this time he 
managed one of the largest autoimmune liver disease cohorts 
in North America. He joined the Birmingham Liver Unit in 
January 2012 and now divides his time between translational 
research in autoimmune liver disease, and his clinical, 
Transplant/Hepatology, practice at the University Hospitals 
Birmingham. In keeping with Birmingham’s extensive clinical 
programme, in particular the cohorts of patients with 
PBC, PSC and AIH he manages, are some of the largest 
internationally, resulting in a unique clinical expertise related 
to their day-to-day management pre- and post-transplant, 
as well as opportunity to involve patients in translational 
research projects, and in novel clinical trials of new therapies.

Dr Johnny Cash, 
Consultant Hepatologist
Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast

Dr Johnny Cash is a consultant 
Gastroenterologist and Hepatologist in the 
Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast. His main 
clinical interests are liver transplantation 
and the complications of cirrhosis, particularly portal 
hypertension.
He also has an interest in healthcare modernisation and 
has recently been appointed assistant medical director for 
continuous improvement in the Belfast Health and Social 
Care Trust. He has been the co-lead for medicine and clinical 
lead of
the programmed treatment unit in the Royal Victoria hospital 
since 2011. He has been on the board of the Irish society of 
Gastroenterology since election in 2011 and is chair of the 
DHSSPS Drug Treatment & support advisory committee. In 
his spare time he is a keen fell runner.

Dr Stephen Stewart, 
Mater Hospital, Dublin

Stephen Stewart is a Consultant 
Hepatologist and Director of the Centre for 
Liver Disease in the Mater Misericordiae 
University Hospital. He trained in Edinburgh 
University and did his junior doctor training between The 
Mater and the hospitals in the North East of England. His 
PhD was in the immunology of alcoholic liver disease and his 
subsequent clinical research has been in ALD and NASH. In 
the years prior to moving back to Dublin he was a Consultant 
Transplant Hepatologist in the Freeman Hospital in Newcastle 
upon Tyne and an Honorary Clinical Senior Lecturer with 
Newcastle University.

Professor Frank Murray, 
President RCPI, Beaumont Hospital, Dublin 

Prof Frank Murray became a Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland 
in 1994, was elected to the Council in 

2002, and was made Registrar in 2007. He is now the 141st 
President of the Royal College of Physicians of Ireland having 
been elected to office in 2014.
As President, Professor Frank Murray is the most senior 
College officer and leads RCPI on behalf of the Fellows and 
Members. Prof Murray is chair of the RCPI Policy Group 
on Alcohol, and a member of the RCPI EQUALS Initiative, 
a group which sources decommissioned equipment in Irish 
hospitals to send to hospitals in less developed countries.  Prof 
Murray is also the former chair of both the Basic Specialist 
Training Committee and the Irish Committee on Higher 
Medical Training.  He is actively involved in many other areas 
of College activities both within Ireland and internationally.
Prof Frank Murray is a Consultant Physician/Gastroenterologist 
at Beaumont Hospital, Dublin and Associate Professor 
of Medicine at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. 
Professor Murray graduated from University College Dublin 
in 1980 and trained in Dublin, Boston USA, and Nottingham, 
England.  He was a Consultant Gastroenterologist in Ninewells 
Hospital and Medical School, Dundee, Scotland.

Professor Jan Tack,  
Professor of Medicine
Head, Department of Clinical and 
Experimental Medicine
Head of Clinic, Department of 
Gastroenterology
University Hospital KU Leuven
Translational Research Center for 
Gastrointestinal Disorders (TARGID) Leuven, Belgium

Professor Jan Tack is currently a Head of Clinic in the 
Department of Gastroenterology, a Professor in Internal 
Medicine and head of the Department of Clinical and 
Experimental medicine at the University of Leuven, and a 
principal researcher in TARGID (the Translational Research 
Center for Gastrointestinal Disorders) at the University of 
Leuven. He graduated summa cum laude in 1987 from the 
University of Leuven and specialized in internal medicine 
and gastroenterology at the same institution. A research 
fellow at the Department of Physiology at the Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio, USA, from 1989 to 1990, 
he has been conducting research at Leuven University 
since 1990. Professor Tack’s scientific interest focuses on 
neurogastroenterology and motility, and includes diverse 
topics such as the pathophysiology and management of 
gastrointestinal functional and motor disorders (including 
GERD, globus, dysphagia, FD, gastroparesis, dumping 
syndrome, chronic constipation, IBS and opioid-induced 
bowel dysfunction), the physiology and pharmacology of 
the enteric nervous system, GI hormones and the control of 
satiation and food intake. He has published more than 600 
articles and 40 book chapters on various aspects of scientific 
and clinical gastroenterology.
Professor Tack won several awards for Basic and Clinical 
Research in GI Science. Professor Tack is Editor-in-chief of the 
United European Gastroenterology Journal, Past-President 
of the European Society of Esophagology, Past-President 
of the International Society for Diseases of the Esophagus, 
and has served as co-editor for Neurogastroenterology 
and Motility, Gastroenterology, Gut and Digestion. He 
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serves or has served as a member of the editorial board of 
Gastroenterology, American Journal of Gastroenterology, 
Alimentary Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Journal of 
Internal Medicine, Bailliere’s Best Practice and Research in 
Clinical Gastroenterology, Annals of Gastroenterology and 
Journal of Gastroenterology.

Dr Orla Craig, 
Leeds University Hospital UK

Orla Craig is a graduate of University 
College Dublin. She completed an MD 
on immune markers in Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome at the Alimentary Pharmabiotic 
Centre, University College Cork. Upon completing her 
gastroenterology specialist training in Cork and Dublin, she 
took up an appointment as a consultant gastroenterologist at 
St James University Hospital, Leeds, where she has recently 
established a dedicated IBS clinic.

Professor Eamon Quigley, 
Chief, Division Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology, Methodist Hospital, Texas 
Medical Centre, Houston

Prof Eamon Quigley, past president of the 
American College of Gastroenterology and 
the World Gastroenterology Organization, joins the faculty 
at The Methodist Hospital as head of its gastroenterology 
division.Most recently, Prof Quigley was professor of medicine 
and human physiology and a principal investigator at the 
Alimentary Pharmabiotic Centre at the National University of 
Ireland in Cork. He is internationally known for his research 
on gastrointestinal motility disorders, primarily irritable 
bowel syndrome (IBS); gastroesophageal reflux disease 
(GERD); neurogastroenterology (the relationship between 
the central nervous system and the gut); and probiotics 
in health and disease. A highlight of his ongoing research 
includes how bacteria in the digestive tract play a major role 
in pulling nutrients from food to nourish the body, as well 
as participating in protecting the body from disease. He has 
published more than 600 peer-reviewed articles, reviews, 
editorials, book chapters and case reports, mostly in the areas 
of gut motility, functional gastrointestinal disorders, and 
GERD. Quigley has received numerous international honors 
and awards. He served as Editor-in-Chief of the American 
Journal of Gastroenterology from 1997 to 2003.
Professor Quigley received his medical degree from  University 
College Cork in Cork, Ireland; completed internal medicine 
residency in Glasgow, Scotland; and did GI fellowship 
training at the Mayo Clinic and the University of Manchester 
in England.  He served as the Chief of Gastroenterology at 
the University of Nebraska from 1991 to 1998 and as Dean 
of the Medical School in Cork, Ireland from 2000 to 2007.

Dr Sara Hedderwick, 
Belfast trust. NI 

Dr Sara Hedderwick has been a consultant 
in Infectious Disease and General  Medicine 
in the Belfast Health & Social Care Trust 
since 2001. She qualified in Medicine from 
Cambridge University and St Bartholomew’s Hospital in 
1990, completing her junior doctor training in Guy’s Hospital 
before graduating from the Infectious Disease Fellowship 
programme at the University of Michigan, USA. Her special 
interests include fungal infections. The infectious disease 
unit in Belfast treats the majority of extrapulmonary and 
complicated tuberculosis within the Province.

Professor Jack Satsangi, 
Edinburgh UK 

Jack Satsangi combines clinical 
gastroenterology, in which his main focus 
is the management of inflammatory bowel 
disease, with an extensive programme of 
academic activities - including basic, clinical and translational 
research. His main clinical interests include the efficacy and 
safety of biological agents, and management of childhood-
onset disease in adulthood.  Major active research interests 
include IBD genetics, epigenetics and biomarker discovery, 
and a series of clinical trials  -most notably in post-operative 
prophylaxis, stem cell transplantation, and drug withdrawal.  
He is a PI of the UKIBD Genetics Consortium, and founder 
member of the International IBD Genetics Consortium. He 
co-chaired the Working Party involved in the Montreal 
Classification of IBD in 2005. He established the first BSG 
IBD Research Strategy committee in 2009/2010, and the IBD 
Clinical Studies Group as the founding chairman, responsible 
for drafting 2010 research agenda. He served as Secretary to 
the BSG IBD Section, heavily involved in re-writing the current 
Clinical Guidelines. He has mentored or trained several of the 
highly productive group of research-active IBD clinicians in 
Scotland. He is a Medical Advisor to CCUK in Scotland, and 
chaired the National NIHR GI Speciality Group.

Dr David Kevans, 
St James Hospital. Dublin 

Dr Kevans graduated with an Honours 
Medical Degree in 2001 from University 
College Dublin. He undertook postgraduate 
training on the Irish Higher Medical 
Training Scheme in Gastroenterology 
achieving Specialist Certification in 2011. He subsequently 
took up a three year appointment as an Advanced Fellow in 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) at Mount Sinai Hospital / 
University of Toronto, one of the largest IBD centres in North 
America. During his fellowship he was also co-appointed 
to the Hospital for Sick Children Toronto, Adolescent IBD 
Transition Service and the University Health Network 
Toronto, Intestinal Failure Unit. He was appointed as a 
Consultant Gastroenterologist at St James’s Hospital and a 
Senior Clinical Lecturer at Trinity College Dublin in September 
2014. He is currently clinical lead of the IBD programme at 
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St James Hospital which provides both regional and tertiary 
level care for IBD patients. Dr Kevans has a strong research 
pedigree having completed 2 years of translational research 
during his training resulting in the awarding of a Medical 
Doctorate from the National University of Ireland. He also 
received a Canadian Institutes of Health Research award to 
support his research activities at the University of Toronto.  
His current research interests include the pharmacokinetics of 
monoclonal antibody therapies, biomarkers in inflammatory 
bowel disease, intestinal microbiota in health and disease and 
the impact of nutrition on gastro-intestinal health. He has 
presented research at numerous national and international 
meetings and has authored a significant number of 
publications.

Professor Larry Egan, 
NUI Galway

Prof. Egan graduated from UCG in 1990 
(M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O.), and completed 
internship, house officer   and registrar 
training, based at University College 
Hospital Galway. He received Membership of RCPI in 1992, 
and Masters in Medical Science from UCG in 1994.  From 
1994 to 1999, at the Mayo Clinic in Minnesota he completed 
further training in Internal Medicine, Clinical Pharmacology 
& Gastroenterology, receiving American Board certification in 
those 3 disciplines. NUI Galway conferred an MD in 1999.  
Prof. Egan then undertook post-doctoral training from 2000 
to 2002, in the Laboratory of Mucosal Immunology at the 
University of California, San Diego, before returning to the 
Mayo Clinic to take up a consultancy in Gastroenterology, 
with joint appointment in the Department of Molecular 
Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics. His research 
focuses on molecular characterization of signaling pathways 
involved in intestinal epithelial cell stress, death and malignant 
transformation, and optimization of personalized approaches 
to biological therapy. In 2005, Prof. Egan was recruited 
by NUI Galway and the Health Service Executive Western 
Region as Professor of Clinical Pharmacology/Consultant 
Clinical Pharmacologist and Head of the Department of 
Pharmacology & Therapeutics, a position he took up in 
August 2005. Prof. Egan has served as Interim Director of 
the HRB Clinical Research facility Galway, as Vice-Dean of 
Research at the College of Medicine Nursing and Health 
Sciences at NUI Galway, and as Head of the discipline of 
Pharmacology and Therapeutics. He was associate editor at 
Gut, and has been editor-in-chief of the Journal of Crohn’s 
and Colitis since 2014.

Dr Neil McDougall,
Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast.

Dr Neil McDougall is the Clinical Lead of 
the Regional Liver Unit in Northern Ireland.  
He graduated from Queens University 
Belfast and trained in the NI program 
before finishing with fellowships in Perth, Australia and Kings 
Liver Transplant Unit, London.  His main clinical interests are 
viral hepatitis and liver transplantation.

Dr George Webster, 
UCLH London

George Webster is a consultant 
gastroenterologist at University College 
London Hospitals (UCLH), and The Royal 
Free London. He is clinical lead for the 
tertiary HPB medicine service at UCLH. He trained in London 
and Sydney in general gastroenterology, hepatology, and 
interventional endoscopy. 
His main clinical focus is pancreaticobiliary endoscopy, with 
> 60 research publications related to ERCP, cholangioscopy, 
IgG4-related disease, and HPB disease. He is actively involved 
in endoscopy training, co-author of the Oxford Handbook of 
Gastroenterology and Hepatology, and is director of Emdolive 
UK 2017 and the annual London Live Endoscopy Course.

Professor Pradeep Bhandari, 
Consultant Gastroenterologist & 
Professor of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
Queen Alexandra Hospital, 
Portsmouth. UK

Pradeep Bhandari is a Gastroenterologist 
who leads the early gastrointestinal cancer services at 
Portsmouth. In 2004, he went to National cancer center in 
Tokyo on a visiting fellowship and trained in the principles 
of early cancer diagnosis and endoscopic resection of 
superficial neoplasia. He was appointed as a Consultant 
Gastroenterologist in Portsmouth in 2005. He developed 
an early cancer service providing advanced endoscopic 
diagnosis and resection for upper and lower gastrointestinal 
neoplasia. This service provides the basis of various research 
projects and advanced training program apart from providing 
a tertiary referral service for UK.
Dr Bhandari was appointed as a Professor of Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy in 2012 and heads the Gastroenterology research 
at Solent centre for digestive diseases in Portsmouth. 
His research focus has been around the use of acetic acid 
in diagnosis of Barrett’s neoplasia, cost-effectiveness of 
endoscopic interventions, advanced endoscopic resections 
and endoscopic outcome predictors. He was awarded 
the Hopkins Endoscopy prize by the British Society of 
Gastroenterology in 2013 and has twice received the ASGE 
crystal award for his endoscopic work. He sits on to the 
BSG Endoscopy and research Committee and is a specialist 
advisor to NICE. He is a member of BSG, ESGE and ASGE. 
Dr Bhandari has authored and Co-authored several peer 
reviewed publications, Guidelines, Cochrane reviews and 
Book chapters. He has lectured at various National and 
International meetings.  He enjoys watching football and 
playing Cricket and racquet sports.
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Professor Brian Saunders, 
St Marks Hospital, London 

Professor Brian Saunders is a 
Gastroenterologist and specialist 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopist. His main 
clinical interests are the diagnosis, treatment 
and prevention of intestinal diseases through flexible 
endoscopy. He has performed >25,000 colonoscopies and 
has a particular interest in therapeutic colonoscopy especially 
advanced polypectomy; endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) 
and endoscopic submucosal dissection (ESD). Much of his 
work also involves colonoscopic screening and surveillance 
of those patients at increased risk of developing colorectal 
cancer.
Professor Saunders was appointed to the consultant 
staff at St. Mark’s Hospital in 1997 and became Chief of 
Endoscopy in 2003. In the same year he led the successful 
St. Mark’s bid to become a National Endoscopy Training 
Centre and he chaired a National workgroup looking at 
quality assurance and performance assessment for screening 
colonoscopy. As Director of the Kennedy-Leigh Academic 
Endoscopy Unit at St. Mark’s he helps supervise a team 
of researchers working on new techniques to improve the 
management of gastrointestinal diseases through the use 
of flexible endoscopes. World firsts include development of 
electromagnetic scope imaging, use of mucosal dye to enhance 
neoplasia detection, use of electronic imaging to characterize 
colonic polyps in vivo and development of novel endoscopic 
devices and techniques to enhance safe endoscopic polyp/
early cancer resection.  From 2005-2009 he was Dean 
of the Academic Institute at St. Mark’s Hospital and since 
2006 he has been Director of Bowel Cancer Screening for 
NW London.  Professor Saunders qualified from University 
College Hospital in 1988 and was trained in general medicine 
and then gastroenterology and endoscopy in London and 
Melbourne Australia. He achieved MRCP in 1991 (FRCP 
2002) and was awarded an MD from the University of London 
in 1996 for his work into “making colonoscopy easier” which 
formed the basis of his award for the Hopkin’s Endoscopy 
prize from the British Society of Gastroenterology in 1996. 
In 2016 he was awarded an honorary FRCS for his work into 
minimally-invasive endoscopic surgery. He has authored/
co-authoured more than150 scientific papers, written >20 
book chapters and has given more than 100 invited lectures 
or live demonstrations of endoscopy throughout the World. 
In 2002 and 2015 he gave the Foundation lecture at the 
British Society of Gastroenterology and was the J Edward 
Berk lecturer at the American College of Gastroenterology 
in 2004. He is an International Committee Member of the 
American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy, Committee 
member of the British Society of gastroenterology Endoscopy 
Research Group and faculty member of the European Society 
of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy. In 2005 he was guest editor 
of the journal North American Clinics of Gastrointestinal 
Endoscopy and has co-authored the classic text “Practical 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy”.

ISG Board Members
Dr Subhasish Sengupta,
Secretary ISG, Consultant 
Gastroenterologist
Beaumount Hospital, Dublin / Our Lady 
of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda

Dr Subhasish Sengupta works as a 
Consultant Gastroenterologist at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Hospital, Drogheda. Dr Sengupta graduated from Calcutta 
University, India and subsequently obtained his MRCP (UK) 
in 2000. He successfully completed his Specialist Registrar 
training (CCST) in Gastroenterology mainly working in Mater 
Misericordae and Beaumont University Hospitals Dublin in 
2007. His worked on ‘Adrenergic Control of Gallbladder 
Motility’ and obtained his Masters Degree from University 
College Dublin (UCD) in 2007. He then undertook his 
Advanced Interventional Hepato-biliary fellowship at Dublin 
and Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston MA, USA 
2007-2008. Apart from doing general GI work between 
Lourdes Hospital Drogheda and Louth Hospital, Dundalk, he 
does hepatobiliary procedures (ERCP and EUS) at Beaumont 
University Hospital, Dublin.
Special Interests: Pancreatico biliary Disease and Inflammatory
Bowel Disease.

Dr Barbara Ryan,
Consultant Gastroenterologist, 
Tallaght Hospital, Dublin

Barbara Ryan graduated from Trinity 
College Dublin in 1993. She completed her 
higher specialist training in Ireland during 
which time she completed a MSc in Molecular Medicine and 
also a MD in colorectal cancer biology. She did a fellowship 
in endoscopic ultrasound at the Klinikum Rechts der Isar, 
at the Techincal University of Munich and then moved to 
a gastroenterology fellowship the University Hospital of 
Maastricht in the Netherlands for two years in 2001. In 
2003 she took up a consultant post in Manchester Royal 
Infirmary before returning to Ireland in 2004 to her current 
post. Her research interests include colorectal cancer, IBD and 
IBD-related bone disease. Her clinical interests include IBD, 
interventional endoscopy, pancreatobiliary endoscopy and 
endoscopic ultrasound.

Dr Glen Doherty,
Treasurer ISG, Consultant 
Gastroenterologist
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin

Glen grew up in Northern Ireland and 
graduated in Medicine at Trinity College 
Dublin in 1998. He was awarded his PhD by
NUI in 2006 and completed his gastroenterology training 
in Ireland followed by an advanced IBD fellowship at Beth 
Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical 
School, Boston. Since 2010 he has worked as a consultant 
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gastroenterologist at St Vincent’s University Hospital in Dublin 
and as a senior clinical lecturer in the School of Medicine and 
Medical Science at University College Dublin. His research 
interests are in the role of innate and adaptive immunity in 
inflammatory bowel disease (Ulcerative Colitis and Crohns 
Disease) and in the importance of the host immune response 
in gastro-intestinal neoplasia, particularly colorectal cancer 
and Barrett’s oesophagus. With his colleagues at the Centre 
for Colorectal Disease at SVUH/UCD he has an established 
track record in clinical research on a range of digestive 
disorders and is actively involved in clinical trials in IBD.

Dr Gavin Harewood 
Consultant Gastroenterologist
Beaumont Hospital, Dublin

Dr Gavin Harewood is a medical graduate 
of National University of Ireland, Galway. 
Following completion of his general 
medical training, he moved to Rochester Minnesota where he 
completed a Fellowship in Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
along with a Masters Degree in Clinical Research in the Mayo 
Clinic.
He was subsequently appointed as a Consultant 
Gastroenterologist in the Mayo Clinic and developed a 
subspecialty interest in endoscopic ultrasound, health 
economics and clinical outcomes research. In 2006, he 
was appointed to his current Consultant post in Beaumont 
Hospital where he leads endoscopic ultrasound activities 
and serves as the lead Clinical Trainer in the Endoscopy 
Department. He also served as the Secretary for the 
Irish Society of Gastroenterology until 2014. In 2009, Dr 
Harewood completed a MBA Degree in Health Economics 
through the UCD Smurfit School of Business.
He has authored more than 100 publications in the 
peerreviewed medical literature, many dealing with the 
importance of resource utilisation and economics in 
healthcare.

Professor Humphrey O’Connor
Consultant Gastroenterologist
Clane General Hospital

A native of Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry, Prof. 
Humphrey O’Connor M.D., F.R.C.P.I., 
A.G.A.F., graduated with honours in 1977 from University 
College Dublin. The Gastroenterology “bug” was acquired 
during general medical training working for the late great 
Prof. Oliver Fitzgerald and the recently arrived Dr. Diarmuid 
O’Donoghue. Specialist training followed in the UK, firstly, 
in Leeds with Prof. Tony Axon and then Birmingham with 
Dr. Roy Cockel and Prof. Elwyn Elias. Prof. O’Connor was 
awarded the BSG Hopkins Endoscopy Prize in 1982. He 
returned to Ireland in 1989 as Consultant Physician at 
Tullamore General Hospital and was appointed in 2002 
to Naas General Hospital, Tallaght Hospital and Clinical 
Professor of Gastroenterology, Trinity College Dublin. He has 
lectured and published widely on Helicobacter, GORD, ERCP, 
and pancreaticobiliary disease and retains a special interest in 
undergraduate clinical teaching. Away from medicine, he is a 
fanatical Kerry follower and plays very amateur golf.

Dr Tony C.K. Tham
MB BCh BAO, MD, FRCP, FRCPI
Ulster Hospital, Dundonald, Belfast

Dr Tham qualified from the Queen’s 
University of Belfast’s medical school. 
He trained as a gastroenterologist and 
physician in the Northern Ireland training 
program. He completed his training as an Advanced 
Gastroenterology Fellow in the Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Harvard Medical School, Boston, MA, USA.
He has been Consultant Physician and Gastroenterologist in
the Ulster Hospital, Dundonald, Belfast since 1997. During 
this time, he has developed gastroenterology services in the 
Ulster Hospital, especially in therapeutic endoscopy and ERCP. 
His other interests include inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). 
He has more than 70 publications in peer reviewed journals. 
He is the first author of a book entitled “Gastrointestinal 
Emergencies” and the third edition has just been published. 
He is the Guidelines Editor for Gut and on the international 
editorial board of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy.
He has contributed to several other book chapters. He 
was the Head of the School of Medicine, Northern Ireland 
Medical and Dental Training Agency and is currently Training 
Program Director in general internal medicine. He sits on the 
Specialist Advisory Committee for general internal medicine 
at the Joint Royal College of Physicians Training Board. He 
is the secretary of British Society of Gastroenterology (BSG) 
clinical services and standards committee. He is the guidelines 
lead for the BSG. He is an examiner for the Royal College 
of Physicians and also Queen’s University. He has assisted in 
obtaining funding for IBD nurses and biological therapy in N. 
Ireland.

Mr Jürgen Mulsow
Consultant
General and Colorectal Surgery

Jürgen Mulsow is a Consultant Surgeon 
in the Department of Colorectal Surgery 
at the Mater Misericordiae University 
Hospital and Clinical Lecturer in Surgery at 
University College Dublin. He undertook 
specialist training in Ireland before completing a Fellowship 
in Colorectal Oncology at the University Clinic in Erlangen, 
Germany.
His specialist interests include the treatment of colorectal 
and peritoneal malignancy, inflammatory bowel disease, 
pelvic floor disorders, and surgical education and training. He 
was awarded the Association of Surgeons of Great Britain 
and Ireland Medal for first place in the Intercollegiate Exit 
examination (FRCS) in 2010 and was the 2012 Association of 
Coloproctology of Great Britain and Ireland Travelling Fellow 
to the United States.

Dr Paul Lynch
Consultant Gastroenterologist
Antrim Area Hospital

Paul Lynch is a consultant gastroenterologist 
at Antrim, Causeway and Whiteabbey 
Hospitals with a particular interest in 
therapeutic endoscopy and ERCP. He is a graduate of 
Queen’s University of Belfast and undertook his specialist 
training within the Northern Ireland Deanery which included 
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undertaking a PhD into gastric neuropeptides at QUB. He 
completed his training with an advanced endoscopy fellowship 
in Westmead Hospital, Sydney, Australia. Dr Lynch presently 
sits on the ISG board and has served as the Secretary for the 
USG from 2009 to 2012 as well as being the organizing chair 
for the joint BSG and ISG (BIG) meeting held in Belfast in 
2013. He has been involved in regional service development 
for Northern Ireland including services for standardizing the 
testing of calprotectin and H. pylori and has been the clinical 
lead for a regional endoscopy reporting program.

Professor Deirdre McNamara
Consultant Gastroenterologist
Tallaght Hospital, Dublin

Prof. Deirdre McNamara is an Academic 
Consultant Gastroenterologist at Trinity 
College Dublin based in Tallaght Hospital.  
BA Graduate of Trinity College Dublin 
1993 Member Royal College of Physician’s 1997 MD Trinity 
College Dublin 2002 Diploma in Cancer Prevention, National 
Cancer Institute USA 2002 Fellow Royal College of Physician’s 
of Edinburgh 2005 Fellow Royal College of Physician’s of 
Ireland 2010. Her sub-specialty interests include inflammatory 
bowel disease, obscure GI bleeding, capsule endoscopy and 
colorectal cancer prevention. She provides capsule services 
for the greater Leinster region and a national double balloon 
enteroscopy service.  As Co-Founder and Director of Trinity’s 
TAGG Research Centre she has successfully lead a variety 
of translational research initiatives in her areas of expertise 
with  funding from the Health Research Board, Irish Cancer 
Society, European Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy 
and the  Meath Foundation. Consultant Gastroenterologist 
& Honorary Senior Lecturer Aberdeen Royal Infirmary and 
University of Aberdeen 2004-2009. European Society of 
Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Small Bowel Quality Improvement 
Committee 2013 –to date. Director TAGG Research Centre, 
Trinity College Dublin 2012-to date. Head of Department of 
Clinical Medicine, Trinity College Dublin 2011-2014

Dr David Gibson
Specialist Registrar
St James’ Hospital, Dublin

David is a gastroenterology SpR, currently 
in St James’ Hospital, Dublin. He completed 
his MD entitled ‘Optimising Anti-TNF 
therapy in IBD’ in 2014. His interests 
include IBD and lower GI endoscopy. Outside of work, he is 
a  iehard Newcastle United fan.

USG Committee Members
Dr Patrick Allen 
Consultant Gastroenterologist
Secretary USG 

Dr Patrick Allen is a Consultant 
Gastroenterologist working in the South 
East Trust.   He graduated from Queen’s 
University of Belfast in 2002. He completed 
his training in NI and completed a fellowship in St Vincent’s  
Hospital, Melbourne in Endoscopy and IBD.  He has been 

Secretary for the Ulster Society of Gastroenterology since 
2012 and was on the organising committee for the BIG 
Meeting held in the Waterfront Hall in 2013.  His main 
interests are IBD and Endoscopy.

Dr Jenny Addley 
Consultant Gastroenterologist
Treasurer USG

Dr Jenny Addley Graduated from Trinity 
College Dublin in 2002 and completed 
her Gastroenterology Training in 
Northern Ireland Deanery. She is currently 
employed as a Consultant Gastroenterologist in the Ulster 
Hospital,Dundonald. Within Gastroenterology, Jenny has an 
interest in Hepatology and Quality Improvement, is a member 
of the Faculty of Medical Leadership and Management and  
has recently been appointed Alcohol Care Team Lead for 
the South Eastern Trust. Jenny is also involved with the BSG 
SWiG group (Supporting Women in Gastroenterology) and 
currently participates  in their Mentorship Programme for 
new consultants.

Mr Eamon Mackle
Consultant Surgeon Southern Trust

Eamon Mackle admits to being a Surgeon, 
albeit with interests in GI Surgery and the 
pelvic floor. He has been a Consultant 
in Craigavon Area Hospital since 1992. 
He is President of the Ulster Society of 
Gastroenterology and is a Past President of the Ulster Medical 
Society. He is a past member of council of AUGIS. 
He is an Undergraduate examiner for QUB, RCSI and 
the Medical University of Bahrain. He is a member of the 
Intercollegiate Committee for Basic Surgical Examinations as 
well as a member of the OSCE Subgroup and ViceChair of 
the IMRCS Paper Panel.

Dr Helen Coleman
Senior Lecturer Queen’s University Belfast

Dr Helen Coleman is a Senior Lecturer in 
Cancer Epidemiology at the Centre for 
Public Health at Queen’s University Belfast, 
and previously studied there during her 
PhD and postdoctoral research projects. 
She has also spent time conducting research at Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville, TN, USA, Ulster University, and at 
the MRC-Human Nutrition Research centre in Cambridge, 
England.  Dr Coleman’s general research interests are in 
cancer epidemiology, particularly modifiable risk factors for 
progression from pre-cancerous conditions to cancer and 
factors associated with recurrence or survival after a cancer 
diagnosis.  She is also involved in health services research 
projects that aim to optimise how individuals are treated and 
followed-up after a diagnosis of a pre-malignant condition 
or cancer, including analysis of Northern Ireland Bowel 
Cancer Screening data. Her strong interests are in cancers 
of the digestive tract, especially colorectal polyp/cancer, 
and oesophageal adenocarcinoma/Barrett’s oesophagus 
epidemiology.
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Honorary Officers and Board Members:
Professor Padraic MacMathuna

President ISG
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Dr Subhasish Sengupta, Hon Secretary ISG
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Professor Glen Doherty, Hon. Treasurer, ISG
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Dr David Gibson,
Specialist Registrar

Dr Gavin Harewood,
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Dr Johnny Cash,
Consultant Hepatologist

Dr Barbara Ryan,
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Dr Paul Lynch,
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Professor Deirdre McNamara,
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Dr Tony Tham,
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Professor Humphrey O’Connor
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Mr Jurgen Mulsow
Consultant Surgeon

Professor Larry Egan
Consultant Gastroenterologist

Chief Executive ISG
Mr Michael Dineen

Admin Secretary
Ms Cora Gannon

Mespil House, Sussex Road. Dublin 4
Tel: +353 (0) 1 231 5284

Email: info@isge.ie

Non Executive Board Members 
Professor Aiden McCormick

Professor John Hyland
Dr Maeve Skelly

Dr Manus Moloney
Professor Ronan O’Connell

Dr John Collins

Professor John Crowe
Mr John Moorehead
Dr Stephen Patchett

Professor Kieran Sheahan
Dr Kevin Ward

Professor Suzanne Norris
Professor Larry Egan

Dr Suzanne McKiernan
Professor Paud O’Regan

Professor Fergus Shanahan
Professor Garry Courtney

Dr Richard Farrell
Professor Colm O’Morain

Past Presidents
2016-present	 Padraic MacMathuna 
2013-2015	 Professor Humphrey O’Connor
2011-2013	 Professor Aiden McCormick
2009-2011	 Professor John Hyland
2007-2009	 Professor Fergus Shanahan
2005-2007	 Professor John Crowe
2002-2005	 Professor Colm O’Moráin
1999-2002	 Dr John Collins
1997-1998	 Dr Paud O’Regan
1995-1996	 Dr Diarmuid O’Donoghue
1993-1994	 Mr Gerry O’Sullivan (R.I.P.)
1991-1992	 Dr Tom O’Gorman
1989-1990	 Professor Tom PJ Hennessy
1987-1988	 Dr Michael J Whelton
1985-1986	 Professor TG Parks
1983-1984	 Mr Joseph McMullin (R.I.P.)
1981-1982	 Dr John Fielding (R.I.P.)
1979-1980	 Mr Sean Heffernan (R.I.P.)
1977-1978	 Dr Robert Towers (R.I.P.)
1975-1976	 Professor Donald Weir
1973-1974	 Professor Ciaran McCarthy
1971-1972	 Professor Patrick Collins (R.I.P.)
1969-1970	 Professor Peter Gatenby
1967-1968	 Dr Byran G Alton (R.I.P.)
1964-1966	 Professor Patrick Fitzgerald (R.I.P.)
1962-1964	 Professor Oliver Fitzgerald (R.I.P.)
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Oral Presentations - BIG Meeting 2017

Abstract 
No.

Ref. No. Title of Paper: Name Date Time

1 17BIG115 Real World Experience In Treating Chronic 
Hepatitis C With Direct Acting Antivirals (DAAs) 
In Northern Ireland 

Hannah McCaughan Thurs 
27th

11.30

2 17BIG116 Use Of “Assessment For Retreatment With 
TACE (ART)” score to ensure appropriate patient 
selection: A retrospective review of TACE re-
treatment in the Northern Ireland regional TACE 
service. 

Lisa McNeill Thurs 
27th

11.40

3 17BIG218 Mortality On Orthotopic Liver Transplantation 
Waiting List at National Liver Transplant Unit 
Ireland 

Brian Christopher Thurs 
27th

14.15

4 17BIG242 The hidden burden of hepatitis C related 
advanced liver disease in the community

Nadeem Iqbal Thurs 
27th

14.25

5 17BIG119 Outcomes following Anti-TNF discontinuation 
and the risk of relapse in Inflammatory Bowel 
Disease; A single centre experience.

Lisa Coffey Fri 28th 10.35

6 17BIG251 The Clinical and Financial Impact of Measuring 
Infliximab Levels and Antibodies to Infliximab in 
Inflammatory Bowel Disease Patients

Susanne O'Reilly Fri 28th 10.45

7 17BIG221 Does the level of a negative 1st round FIT predict 
subsequent pathology in a colorectal cancer 
screening programme?

David Gibson Fri 28th 12.15

8 17BIG239 Lower Gastrointestinal Symptoms In Young 
Patients: Can Symptoms And Non-invasive Tests 
Be Used Systematically To Avoid Unnecessary 
Colonoscopies?

Alaa Alakari Fri 28th 12.25
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BIG Meeting
Spring, 2017 Exhibitors

AbbVie Limited  
Merck Sharp & Dohme  

Norgine
Pfizer

Takeda UK Ltd
Allergen Ltd

Alimentary Health Ltd
Ardmore Healthcare Ltd

BVM Medical Ltd
Biogen

Boston Scientific Ltd
Cook Medical

Dr Falk Pharma
Fleetwood Healthcare Ltd

Fresenius Kabi Ltd
GE Healthcare

GS Medical
Gilead Sciences Ltd    

Hospital Services Ltd
Intercept Pharma

Interscopemed Ltd
Janssen Cilag Ltd

Kyowa Kirin International plc
Medtronic Ltd

Mylan Ireland Healthcare Ltd
Northern Hospital Supplies  -  Erbe

Olympus Ireland
Sword Medical Ltd

Tillotts Ltd
Vifor Pharma UK Ltd

The above Sponsors have supported this meeting through a payment 
to exhibit a stand and have no involvement in any other aspect of this meeting.

55



BIG MEETING, Spring 2017

56

USG Autumn Meeting 2016

Peter Watson President USG, Bryan McLaughlin & Neil Upton MSD
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USG Autumn Meeting 2016

Grant Caddy,  Nick Kelly and Graham Morrison

Gerard Rafferty, William Dickey & Simon Johnston Robert Gilliland and Tony Tham

John O’Grady, Patrick Allen & Padraic MacMathuna  President ISG Jill Calderwood and Patrick Allen
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BSG 2017
Annual Meeting
19-22 June, Manchester Central

2017
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ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Dr Catherine Larkin, Prof Diarmuid O’Donoghue, 
Dr Glen Doherty and Dr Tony Tham

Colm Moynihan and Declan Barry, Pentax Stand

Prof Helen Fenlon

Prof Ian Tomlinson

Dr Mary Shuhaibar

Dr Cara Dunne and Emer O’Connell, Takeda
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ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Dr  Maire Buckley and Dr Deirdre O’Donovan Prof John Crowe and Dr Sinead Byrne

Dr Geraldine McCormick,  Dr Richard Farrell and Dr Jane McCarthy, leading the applause
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ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Dr Eilis Cryan and Mai Hanlon Tillotts Prof Mark Silverberg

Prof Larry Egan, incoming President ISG Dr Maeve Skelly, Prof Padraic Mac Mathuna and Prof Steve Patchett

Dr Stephen Stewart, Mr Jurgen Mulsow and Dr David Gibson
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ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Dr Sengupta, Dr James East and Dr Gareth Horgan Prof Colm O’Morain

Prof Garry Courtney an Dr Orla Crosbie Mr Jurgen Mulsow and Prof Des Winter

Audience View
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ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Michelle Condell Takeda and Prof Padraic MacMathuna presenting 1st Clinical Oral Prize to Dr Lillian Barry

Michelle Condell Takeda and Prof Padraic MacMathuna presenting 2nd Clinical Oral Prize to Dr Mary Hussey



BIG MEETING, Spring 2017

64

ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Michelle Condell Takeda and Prof Padraic MacMathuna presenting 1st  Scientific Oral Prize to Dr Anne Marie Byrne

Michelle Condell Takeda and Prof Padraic MacMathuna presenting 2nd Scientific Oral Prize to Dr Zaid Heetun
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ISG Winter Meeting 2016

Laragh DeBhulbh  AbbVie and Prof Padraic MacMathuna presenting 1st Poster Prize to Dr Catherine Rowan

Laragh DeBhulbh AbbVie and Prof Padraic MacMathuna presenting 2nd Poster Prize to Dr Neil O’Morain
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Prof Deirdre McNamara

Catherine Rowan and Jun Liong Chin

Dr Nadeem Iqbal and Dr Aman Shah Afridi Steve Betts, Brenda Colton, Karl O’Brien   Mylan

Danielle at the Initiative Stand

ISG Winter Meeting 2016






